THE HERITAGE OF HUNTERS HILL
1   INTRODUCTION 
Hunter’s Hill’s classification and recognition of heritage value occurred over time:
1974 The National Trust of Australia (NSW) classified the greater part of the Hunter’s Hill Municipality as an Urban Conservation Area because of its considerable heritage significance.

1978 The Hunter’s Hill Conservation Area was entered on the Register of the National Estate.  

1981 Its significance is detailed in the publication, The Illustrated Register of the National Estate. 
1981 The Heritage Council of NSW moved to protect over 300 old buildings and structures in Hunter’s Hill.
1982 The Hunter’s Hill Trust, which has been at the forefront of the battle to preserve Hunter’s Hill, released the third edition of its publication, The Heritage of Hunter’s Hill.

1982 Hunter’s Hill Council adopted its Local Environment Plan number 1.
1984 Meredith Walker & Associates completed the Hunter’s Hill Heritage Study recommending that the whole of the Municipality be declared a conservation area.

I989 Publication of the bicentennial history of Hunter’s Hill, commissioned by the Hunter’s Hill Council: Beverley Sherry, Hunter’s Hill: Australia’s Oldest Garden Suburb, with photographs by Douglass Baglin.
1991 The Council adopted amendments to its LEP that created conservation areas over two thirds of the Municipality. It had sought approval from the Department of Environment and Planning to conserve the whole area, but this was not forthcoming. 
1999 The National Trust extended its conservation areas to include parts of Gladesville and Boronia Park, thereby essentially classifying the whole Municipality.

1999 Hunter’s Hill Council adopted Precinct Statements detailing the history and character of those places that fell outside the conservation areas.
2005 Council reviewed its heritage listings and identified additional houses and buildings for listing.

By 2009 Hunter’s Hill Council, in addition to its established conservation areas, has listed over 1,200 elements that contributed to its heritage. The size of the Municipality is 5.75 square kilometers, the number of separate houses 2,879 and its population 14,092. 
Its list of heritage items includes early stone cottages and villas, historic buildings, stone walls, wharves and their remains, significant places and reserves, trees and gardens, and historic subdivisions. In addition to the above, many of the houses within the conservation areas that contribute to the heritage of the area are not listed as they are deemed to be already protected. 
The view has been expressed by the National Trust, the Hunter’s Hill Trust, the Hunter’s Hill Council and the general community that the whole of the Municipality should be recognized as a Conservation Area, it being of national heritage significance.               The additional heritage items proposed by Council should also be listed in its LEP.

The Dictionary of Sydney is producing a new website which will include the entry on Hunter’s Hill by Beverley Sherry and other relevant material on the area. The official launch of the website is expected to be in late 2009. The entry on Hunter’s Hill has been published in the Sydney Journal (2009) – click here to download. For the entry on Gladesville by Margaret Farlow and Angela Phippen - click here 

See the Dictionary of Sydney’s present website www.dictionaryofsydney.org for more information about this very significant project.   

To download the Hunter’s Hill Council document “The Character of Hunter’s Hill” -   click here. 

The letter from the Save Hunter’s Hill Municipality Coalition to the Minister for Local Government dated 28 September 2003 sets out the community feeling about its historic Municipality. Click here to download. See also its 2003 website – click here. 

The extracts set out below under various headings are taken from the above authoritative sources and from significant historical works, including Beverley Sherry’s definitive book on Hunter’s Hill. These sources are:
1.  The Heritage of Australia – The Illustrated Register of the National Estate. The      Australian Heritage Commission (1981). Entry on Hunter’s Hill Conservation Area.
( Referred to below as Australian Heritage Commission ). 
2.  Hunter’s Hill – Australia’s Oldest Garden Suburb by Beverley Sherry (Photographs by Douglass Baglin) (1989). Beverley Sherry MA PhD is a university lecturer, historian, author and local resident. ( Referred to below as Bev Sherry ).
3.  Hunter’s Hill Heritage Study by Meredith Walker & Associates (1984). Meredith Walker is a leading heritage planning consultant, author and past President of Australia ICOMOS. ( Referred to below as Heritage Study ).
4.  Heritage of Hunter’s Hill – The Hunter’s Hill Trust 3rd edition (1982). ( Referred to below as Hunter’s Hill Trust ). 
5.  Australia’s National Trusts Historic Buildings (1981). Entry on Hunter’s Hill by David Saunders – architect, town-planner, lecturer, local resident and later Professor of Architecture University of Adelaide. ( Referred to below as National Trust ).
6.  National Trust of  Australia (NSW) – Classifications of Hunter’s Hill’s conservation areas 1974 and 1999. ( Referred to below as National Trust classification ).
7.  Hunter’s Hill Council – Heritage Conservation, Character of Hunters Hill, other records and website. ( Referred to as Hunter’s Hill Council ).   

2   AUSTRALIA’S OLDEST GARDEN SUBURB 
“In Australia a suburban ideal emerged in the nineteenth century which was connected with the Australian dream of a house of one’s own set in its own grounds. 
The form of suburb that came to be favoured by Australians was the development of detached houses set among trees and gardens, beyond the city yet close enough for residents to commute to work: a kind of Arcadian retreat, or what is known generally as a garden suburb” 2 -  Bev Sherry p1.
“Within a country which was settled mainly as cities and suburbs, evidence of early suburbanization is manifest in the physical fabric of the place, notably the sandstone construction, while in its particular form, Hunter’s Hill remains the oldest surviving example of a garden suburb.” 2 -  Bev Sherry p15.
“Hunter’s Hill is one of Australia’s oldest suburban areas and has largely retained its 19th-century character. The area combines natural landscape features, fine harbour views and historic buildings to form an outstanding suburban environment.” 1 – Australian Heritage Commission 2/28.
“The area has generally retained its character as an exceptional low-density garden suburb.” 1 – Australian Heritage Commission 2/29.
“A narrow peninsula immediately west of Port Jackson, and one of the few peninsulas in Sydney without the intrusion of multi-storey buildings. An outstanding suburban settlement within an outstanding landscape setting.”  6 - 1974 National Trust classification. 

“Hunter’s Hill is a very thorough example of a garden suburb. It is a residential area servicing the nearby city, and it is impressively a place of tree-filled streets, garden-surrounded houses and generous parklands with pockets of natural bushland.” 5 – National Trust p403.

“Detached single dwellings are the most common form of housing and one of the things that differentiates Hunter’s Hill from other suburbs which also have large numbers of old buildings.” 3 – Heritage Study p25.

“Hunter’s Hill was neither an extension of the central settlement of Sydney, nor a rural township. Its original nature, a suburb of villas and cottages in wooded allotments, was established in the 1840s and through several modifications has remained. Not only its initial nature has been perpetuated, but numerous buildings and landscape elements remain from the district’s earliest decades. These facts, taken together, make Hunter’s Hill Australia’s oldest suburb.” 4 – Hunter’s Hill Trust p1.
3   HUNTERS HILL’S CHARACTER IS UNIQUE
“In Hunter’s Hill the man-made and natural features combine to form a unique suburban environment.” 6 – 1974 National Trust classification.
“In Hunter’s Hill there is much evidence of the past in buildings, fences and walls, wharves, vegetation and layout and many of these things are of heritage value for what they demonstrate about the past, and for their contribution to the present.” 3 – Heritage Study p72.

“The dominant characteristics of the peninsula are firstly – sandstone in all its forms: homes, churches, public buildings, fences, sea walls, natural rock overhangs, shelves and outcrops; and secondly, luxuriant vegetation in private gardens which often extends onto road verges,” 3 – Heritage Study p19.
“In comparison with other local government areas, Hunter’s Hill has a high percentage of known aboriginal prehistoric sites, which partly reflects the nature of the landform,” 3 – Heritage Study p29.

“On a population basis Hunter’s Hill has the highest number of stone buildings per 1,000 population, twice that of any other harbourside municipality.” 3 – Heritage Study p24. 

“The several components that make up the special character of Hunter’s Hill are the numerous and mature trees, the stone walls, the natural landscape elements – rock outcrops, cliffs and several tracts of bushland and of mangroves – along with the all-important old buildings, consistently of good quality.
Combined, these components contribute to the attractiveness of the leafy streets, the tree-framed water glimpses, the cliff-lined coastal walks, the roads steeply descending to the waterfront. The houses are in some cases of cottage size, many are villas, a few might be called mansions; with very few exceptions, they stand free in their own grounds.”  4 – Hunter’s Hill Trust p1.
4   STRONG COMMUNITY ACTION TO PROTECT ITS HERITAGE 
“The character of the area has remained, fostered by a strong community of residents.” 6 – 1974 National Trust classification.

“The people saved Hunter’s Hill: they were the champions of their own heritage.”           2 – Bev Sherry p110.

“Since the 1960s Hunter’s Hill has been in the vanguard of the Australian conservation movement and a focal point for major public issues, such as the protection of historic buildings, objection to flat development, and the protection of the natural environment.” 2 – Bev Sherry p104.
“Since its inception in 1968, the Hunter’s Hill Trust has been influential in all decisions which have resulted in the preserving and conserving of Hunter’s Hill.” 2 – Bev Sherry p103.

“Nowdays, the evidence of  the 19th century and early 20th century in Hunter’s Hill is greatly admired and valued. But in the future, it is likely that Hunter’s Hill will be remembered and valued not only for these aspects of its past but also for its association with the conservation movement; for its community who have taken a leading role in environmental thought and action and for the character of the municipality now – i.e. the environmental character that attracted and provoked community action.” 3 – Heritage Study p77.
5   AN EARLY MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY

 “One of the features that makes Hunter’s Hill different from suburbs in other cities is the obvious contribution made by non-British Europeans – French, Swiss and Italians – to the early development of the suburb.”  3 – Heritage Study p78.

“In the 1850s the settlement came to be regarded as a ‘French village’ “  2 – Bev Sherry p51.

“While the French entrepreneurs may be rightly acknowledged as the creators of the suburb and the financiers of many large villas, there were a variety of other builders – Italians, Irish, and miscellaneous others – who came to the area from the 1850s and contributed both to the mixed social fabric and to the architectural diversity of Hunter’s Hill.”  2 – Bev Sherry p58.

6   THE HISTORIC BOUNDARIES RETAINED 
“The Municipality of Hunter’s Hill was proclaimed in 1861. It was the fourth municipality in NSW and the smallest.”  3 – Heritage Study p45.
“In size, Hunter’s Hill represents the scale of local government areas in Sydney from 1861 when the first municipalities were incorporated to the 1920s when some of the first amalgamations occurred.
The scale, form and singularity of Hunter’s Hill, together with the continuity of local government area, has aided the development of a strong community.”  3 – Heritage Study p76. 

7   STATEMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE – SUMMARY 
Extract from the Hunter’s Hill Heritage Study:

“The Municipality of Hunter’s Hill is distinguished among Sydney’s municipalities for its environmental heritage: for what it tells us about the history of Hunter’s Hill and Sydney generally; for the character of its townscape; and for its likely value to future generations.

It is of historic, aesthetic, architectural, social, cultural, educational, archaeological and natural value, and in particular because:

  .  it demonstrates suburban subdivision, development, and building practices in Sydney 

      and particularly the use and appreciation of waterside areas; the use of Sydney     
      sandstone as a building material; and the design of houses from 1840 – 1920;
  .  it shows the involvement and contribution of non-British Europeans; French, Swiss 

      and Italian, in the European settlement of Sydney in the mid 19th century;

  .  it contains evidence, both natural and cultural of the place before European settlement 
      and its occupation by Aborigines;

  .  its townscape character is of aesthetic and cultural value;

  .  of its community and its local government and their involvement in historic research     

      and leadership in the conservation movement in New South Wales; and because
  .  it contains tangible evidence of the past through all its periods of development and is

      of interpretive and educational value to Sydney as a whole.”  3 – Heritage Study p79.
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